When the prearranged speaker was unable to attend through illness, two stalwarts of the section stepped into the breach.
written by a London physician and published in 1888 to satisfy the insatiable Victorian appetite for matters of the alimentary tract. The correct management of 'this wonderful and curious malady', as it was described at the time, with its 'infinity of forms and with the direst of consequences', was seen as the path to success, and alimentary disturbance was considered by many to be the national disease in Victorian times. Even in previous centuries dyspepsia had excited poetic diction-from its practitioners: Robert Lovell in 1661, employing the idiom of Galen, described 'the imbecility of the stomach as a vice of the concocting faculty'. Quincy's dictionary, when first published in 1719, contained few words on the matter but had been expanded in the revised 1811 edition to an entry of 500 words. William Cullen in Edinburgh in the 1760s elevated dyspepsia in the hierarchy of diseases and maintained that nervous disorders were paramount in the aetiology. John Abernethy considered that the stomach was the seat of universal sympathy to the extent that he refused to examine a female patient who had consulted him concerning an infected bursa on her knee, smiting her in the abdomen while pronouncing that there lay the source of her trouble. The notion of refined sensibility predisposing to' dyspepsia prevailed, and James Johnson regarded a morbid sensibility of the stomach as the prime cause of indigestion. The studies of William Beaumont on Alexis St Martin, after a musket shot from 3 feet away left the latter with an open wound into the stomach, confirmed the visible effects of the emotions on the stomach lining, secretions and gut motility. Further exegeses on the subject were written with such intriguing titles as 'The Stomach Medically and Morally Volume 89
August 1996 Considered'. Towards the end of the century dyspepsia lost its pre-eminence in the ranking of disease and became subject to such scientific rigours as gastric intubation and contrast radiology. Mr N Weir then spoke on 'William Laidlaw Purves, Aurist Oculist and Golfer'. William Laidlaw Purves (184 3, 1917) trained at Edinburgh Medical School, and, whilst still a medical student, joined a whaling ship in 1862, the barque Polynia, under the experienced Captain Gravill, to hunt seals and whales off the Greenland coast. The presence of polar bears on the ice floes was used as a signpost to the whereabouts of seals, of which many (up to 6000 per day) were slaughtered for their skins and oil. On his return Purves qualified, worked for a year in Edinburgh and Cardiff and emigrated to Australia, where he married and fathered two children. After about 5 years there he returned to Europe, having lost his wife and children. He made no further reference to his first wife throughout his remaining life. He was appointed aural surgeon to Guy's Hospital in 1874 and in the same year he joined the Wimbledon Golf Club, later the Royal Wimbledon. The course, on Wimbledon Common, was shared with the London Scottish Rifle Volunteers. Golfers wore red coats when they were playing, a custom which provided a warning to the public, as most golf courses were at that time on common land. Purves was a scratch player with a great interest in planning courses and developing the rules of golf. Play on the common was restricted to 3 days a week. This prompted Purves to look for a 'links' course where Londoners could play. After searching the south coast he discovered the sand dunes of Sandwich Bay, where he founded the (Royal) St George's Club. Here golf was permitted on Sundays but not with a caddy, as 'to carry one's own clubs fulfilled some of the conditions of religious observance'. This rule was abandoned in 1898.
Purves's character was said to be compounded of irascibility, kindness, and rigorous standards: a characteristic Scots brew of qualities, to which might be added a certain reticence, as he never mentioned his first wife to his second. At his death he was a current member of 32 golf clubs, which might possibly be a record number.
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